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Chief Ramirez offers tips in case of campus shooting

Viridiana Villa
Tejano Tribune

If someone comes on
campus and starts ran-
domly shooting, there are
things people need to re-
member that could save
their lives: run, hide and
fight.

Some 125 people,
mostly EPCC faculty and
staff, attended the “Active
Shooter” presentation by
EPCC Police Chief Jose
Ramirez at the Adminis-
trative Services Center on
Friday, Feb. 1.

“This is done in an ef-
fort to bring awareness
and educate everybody,”
he said.

NW math tutor Renzon
Magallon said he learned
something from the pre-
sentation.

“I came to be better
informed on how to react
readily in cases such as
those happening in schools
lately, in case it’s needed if
that were to happen here,”
Renzon said.

“Just as the [chief]
said, there is no exact way
one should react, only to

safeguard ourselves and to
try to do our best for oth-
ers.”

Renzon said his super-
visor encouraged to attend
the session.

Ramirez said he is
planning to repeat the pre-
sentation at various cam-
puses in the future.

The measures come
from the title of the six-
minute video RUN. HIDE.
FIGHT. Surviving an Ac-
tive Shooter Event with
which Ramirez started his
hour-and-a-half presenta-
tion.

The video was pro-
duced by the City of
Houston Mayor’s Office
of Public Safety and fund-
ed with a grant from the
Department of Homeland
Security.

The three self-protec-
tion measures are listed
in the order they should
be taken, depending on
the situation, which the
video described as “unpre-
dictable and may evolve
quickly.”

“l am giving the in-
formation to make people
think about the possibili-

ties that could happen and
what can you do, what
would you do, and how
to protect yourself,” Ra-
morez said.

In his talk, Ramirez
covered the definition of
an active shooter, a list
of measures that can be
employed to reduce the
effectiveness of someone
shooting at people in a
public space, a descrip-
tion of the actions that
can be expected from the
law-enforcement officers’
response and what to ex-
pect following the inci-
dent.

“Prevention is the best
option,” Ramirez said.

“Report threats imme-
diately like strange or sus-
picious behavior.

“If the incident is al-
ready happening: Stay
calm, assure others, stay
away or get out, secure ar-
eas and block doors.”

A couple of dozen stu-
dents attended the Friday
event, and Ramirez said
he would reach more stu-
dents when he visits the
various EPCC campuses
in the future.

As an additional strat-
egy, Ramirez encouraged
both the students and the
faculty to join the Tejano
Alert Emergency Notifi-
cation System in which
text messages are sent to
students and faculty staff
in case of police emer-
gencies, weather precau-
tions or other unexpected
events.

“In case of an active
shooter, the text message
will inform you to stay
away from a particular
campus or particular area

in a campus,” Ramirez
stated.

More information and
cellphone registration for
the Tejano Alert system
can be found at the web-
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EPCC Police Chief Jose Ramirez gives advice on what to do during a campus shooting.

site alert.epcc.edu

The RUN. HIDE.
FIGHT. video is available
on YouTube.

Ramirez  encouraged
people to watch it.





